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My Personal Picks for Statewide Races Overview 

 

Overall “Most Equity-Focused” Slate 

If the primary goal is advancing policies that most directly help underserved Black and Brown Californians 
Communities of Concern in this current political climate, many progressive and equity-focused voters would 
likely lean toward: 

Office Candidate 

  

Governor Xavier Becerra or Tony Thurmond 

Lieutenant Governor Michael Tubbs 

Treasurer Tony Vazquez 

Insurance Commissioner Jane Kim 

Superintendent of Public Instruction Richard Barrera 

Board of Equalization District 4 Tom Umberg 

These candidates are generally viewed as more supportive of: 

 public education investment  
 healthcare access  
 labor protections  
 criminal justice reform  
 tax fairness  
 housing affordability  
 consumer protections  
 immigrant and civil rights protections  

In my comparison with more centrist or corporate-aligned alternatives. 

 

 

 



 

Governors Race 

 

1. Xavier Becerra 

Strengths 

 Probably the deepest government experience in the Democratic field:  
o California Attorney General  
o U.S. Secretary of Health and Human Services  
o Longtime member of Congress  

 Built much of his career around:  
o healthcare access  
o immigrant rights  
o labor protections  
o consumer protections  

 As California AG, he led lawsuits defending:  
o the Affordable Care Act  
o DACA protections  
o worker protections against the Trump administration.  

 As HHS Secretary, he oversaw expansion of federal healthcare access programs affecting millions of 
lower-income Americans.  

Why many see him as strong for underserved Communities of Concern 

 Strong ties to Latino and working-class communities.  
 Long record in public-interest legal and health policy work.  
 Viewed as a traditional coalition Democrat focused on social safety nets and access to government 

services.  

Criticisms 

 Some progressives feel he is more institutional and incremental than transformational.  
 Critics say he has not generated strong grassroots enthusiasm compared with more activist-style 

candidates.  

 

2. Tony Thurmond 

Strengths 

 Former social worker and current State Superintendent of Public Instruction.  
 One of the most explicitly equity-focused candidates in the race.  
 Policy priorities include:  



o affordable housing  
o tax relief for low-income families  
o public education funding  
o Medi-Cal support  

 Supports a proposed tax on billionaire wealth to help fund public services.  

Why many underserved advocates like him 

 His background as a social worker gives him credibility on poverty and youth issues.  
 Strong focus on:  

o education equity  
o housing affordability  
o economic inequality  

 Frequently supported by labor and education groups.  

Criticisms 

 Less statewide executive experience than Becerra.  
 Lower name recognition and fundraising power.  

 

Overall Assessment 

If the top priority are Communities of Concern specifically 

Different candidates stand out for different reasons: 

Priority Candidate Often Seen as Strongest 

Healthcare access & immigrant protections Xavier Becerra 

Education equity & low-income family policy Tony Thurmond 

Corporate accountability & affordability issues Katie Porter 

Climate justice & economic reform Tom Steyer 

 

 
 

 

Lieutenant Governor’s Race 

Strongest Candidates for Under-Served Communities 

1. Michael Tubbs 



Why he stands out 

 Former mayor of Stockton and one of the most nationally recognized Black Democratic leaders in 
California.  

 Strong advocate for:  
o guaranteed income programs  
o criminal justice reform  
o youth opportunity programs  
o economic mobility  

 Became nationally known for Stockton’s guaranteed income pilot focused on struggling working 
families.  

 Often frames policy around poverty reduction and systemic inequity.  

Strengths 

 Deep connection to underserved urban communities.  
 Focus on practical anti-poverty solutions.  
 Strong credibility with younger progressive and Black voters.  

Concerns 

 Critics point to Stockton’s continued challenges during his tenure.  
 Less statewide executive experience than some competitors.  

 

2. Steven Bradford 

Why many equity-focused voters support him 

 One of the strongest records in Sacramento on:  
o reparations discussions  
o criminal justice reform  
o police accountability  
o workforce equity  

 Long legislative history representing Black and working-class communities in Los Angeles County.  

Strengths 

 Extensive legislative experience.  
 Strong labor and civil-rights relationships.  
 Seen as a serious policy-oriented leader.  

Concerns 

 Less public visibility statewide.  
 Not as strong with younger progressive voters as Tubbs.  

 



Overall Assessment 

Priority Candidate 

Practical anti-poverty focus Michael Tubbs 

Legislative civil-rights experience Steven Bradford 

 

Treasurer Race 

Strongest Candidates for Underserved Communities 

Tony Vazquez 

Why he stands out 

 Strong labor and Latino-community roots.  
 Has emphasized:  

o fair taxation  
o working-family investments  
o public infrastructure  
o affordable housing financing.  

 Experience on the Board of Equalization gives him direct tax-policy experience affecting communities 
of color.  

Strengths 

 Strong understanding of California taxation and public finance.  
 Frequently aligned with labor and equity initiatives.  

Concerns 

 Lower statewide profile than competitors.  

 

Eleni Kounalakis 

Strengths 

 Significant statewide executive experience.  
 Strong supporter of:  

o reproductive rights  
o public higher education  
o housing development  



o climate investment.  

Concerns for equity-focused voters 

 Seen as more establishment-oriented.  
 Less directly associated with Black and Brown economic justice initiatives than Vazquez.  

 

Overall Assessment 

Priority Candidate 

Working-class and tax equity focus Tony Vazquez 

Executive experience and statewide leadership Eleni Kounalakis 

For underserved-community priorities specifically, Tony Vazquez appears more directly aligned. 

 


